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THE 43rd REGIMENT, ALABAMA INFANTRY 


By J. M. Bouler 
Santa Rosa, California 


According to the Sessions Family Bible, Erasmus Sessions was born 
Feb. 20, 1820. Susan Stegall Sessions was born April 6, 1827. 


Erasmus Sessions and Susan Stegall were married On July 27, 1843. 
Their marriage is recorded in the Marengo County, Alabama Book of 
MOE AYES 1831-1851 pages aoe and 389. 


Praskwes was the son of William Varner Sessions. Susan was the 
daughter of Griffin Stegall and Elizabeth Ann Wrenn. 


Erasmus and Susan Sessions are listed in the 1860 census for 
Marengo County, Alabama in the Dayton township. Erasmus’ age is 
given as 33, his occupation as overseer and his place of birth as 
Georgia. Susan’s age is given as 32 and her place of. birth as 
Virginia. 


The first four children born to Erasmus and Susan Sessions all 
died at an early age. Martha was born Aug. 22, 1846 and died Oct. 
23, 18463 Frederick Erasmus was born April 6, 1848 and died Feb. 15, 
1850; William Varner was born Dec. 1849 and died April 12, 1852 and 
Charles was born April 3, 1851 and died April 7, 1852. 


Six more children were born to Erasmus and Susan Sessions, all 
sons and all lived to adulthood. Erasmus Jr. was born May 10th 
1853; James Augustus was born March 13, 18553 Samuel was born May 7, 
1856: Ralph was born Nov. 2, 18583 Benjamin Vaughn was born Oct. 2, 
1860 and Frederick C. was born Oct. 2, 1862. 


James W. Bouler was the third child born to William R. Bouler and 
Elizabeth Dunning. 


His exact date of birth is not Known. He is listed in the 1850 
census for Marengo County, Alabama as being 7 years of age placing 
his date of birth at about 1843. 


He married Laura Milissa Gill on October 6, 1864 in Clarke County, 
Alabama. Laura was the daughter of Uriah Gill and Mary Till. She was 
born in Lowndes County, Alabama about 1845. 


James Bouler and Laura Gill had 4 children. Harvey Lee was born 
about 1866; Mattie E. was born about 18693; Willie Austin was born 
Sept. 11, 1872 and Bell Benjamin was born Nov. 24, 1878. 


James W. Bouler enlisted in the Confederate Army at Spring Hill, 
Alabama on March 11, 1862. 7 
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Erasmus Sessions enlisted on March 18, 1862. The place of 
enlistment is given only as Marengo County CAlabama). 


Colonel Archibald Gracie as it’s Commander. James Bouler’ was 
assigned to Company A of the 43rd and Erasmus Sessions was assigned 
to Company B. , 


Almost immediately after it’s organization the 43rd_Regqiment was 
sent to Chattanooga, Tennessee. There it became a part of a brigade 
commanded by Brigadier General Danville Ledbetter. 


In turn Ledbetter’s Brigade was a part of Heth’s Division 


And finally, Heth’s Division was a part of the Army__of__the 


sent from it’s base at Clinton, Tenn. to clean out a force of the 
enemy at Huntsville,Tenn. There is no account of this battle in 


"Battles and Leaders of the Civil War”, however, it does appear that 


- Colonel Archibald Gracie quickly proved himself worthy of 
promotion. He was promoted to Brigadier General and placed in 
command of the brigade. At the same time Captain Young M. Moody 


given command of the 43rd_ Regiment. Regimental returns for October 


1862 shows Colonel Moody in command of the Regiment . 


On August 14, 1862 General Bragg began the invasion of Kentucky by 
sending four brigades under General Kirby Smith through Roger’s Gap 
in the Cumberland Mountains. At the same time Heth’s Division was 
ordered to march directly to Barboursville, Kentucky by way of Big 
Creek Gap. , 


The two forces pushed rapidly into Kentucky on their separate 
routes. 


On August 29th General Smith’s troops encountered Union troops in 
Madison County about half way between the small village of Kingston 
and the town of Richmond. 


On August 30th and 31st there were several sharp engagements 
between the 5000 Confederates under General Smith and the 16,000 
Union troops under General William Nelson. J 
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The Union troops formed new lines several times but fell back each 
time ‘under the Confederate attack. 


Heth’s_ Division joined Smith’s troops on the day after the battle 


at Kingston and together the two forces continued toward Lexington, 
Ky., arriving on Sept. 4, 1862. 


General Smith and the greater portion of the Confederates remained 
in the vicinity of Lexington during the month of September. 


Heth’s__Division continued northward and on September 6th they 


reached the suburbs of Covington, Ky. on the Ohio River opposite 
Cincinnati, Ohio. : 


Their orders were that they were not to make an attack upon 
Covington. 


While these events were taking place General Bragg left 
Chattanooga on August 27th and started toward Louisville, Ky. by way 
of Glascow and Munfordville. 


Union General Don Carlos Buell ordered his entire army of about 
60,000 troops concentrated at Murfreesboro, Tenn. 


When his troops reached Murfreesboro, Buell learned of the Union 
defeat at Kingston. Without stopping at Murfreesboro he marched on 
to Nashville, Tenn.. ; 


On Sept 7th Buell left the defense of Nashville in the hands of 
General George H. Thomas with 3 divisions. Buell, with 6 infantry 
divisions and one cavalry division set out to race Bragg to 
Louisville. 


Bragg’s troops attacked the Federal Garrison at Munfordville and 
forced its surrender. 


Buell’s divisions arrived at Munfordville and Bragg, though 
outnumbered, determined to fight them there. But when Buell was 
reenforced by Thomas’ divisions, Bragg decided against further 
engagement there and proceeded to Bardstown. 


Buell moved on to [Louisville and prepared for an aggressive 
campaign . He assembled additional troops and brought the Union army 
strength at Louisville to 137,000 men. 


On October 1, 1862, General Buell sent two divisions toward 
Frankfort to threaten Kirby Smith at Lexington. 


The remainder of Buell’s army was divided into 3 corps of 3 
divisions each and advanced toward Bardstown to meet Bragg. 7 
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Upon the approach of Buell, Bragg marched toward Perryville. On 
October 8 Bragg’s troops engaged the enemy and through courageous 
and skillful maneuvering were able to rout the enemy’s far greater 
force. 


Apparently Heth’s__ Division remained at Covington “and were not 
involved in the fighting between Bragg’s Army and Buell’s troops at 
Munfordville on Sept {4, and 21. Nor were they involved in the 


fierce fighting at Perryville on October 8th. 


The Confederates were victorious at Perryville, yet, their 
situation in Kentucky was not much improved. The Kentuckians, while 
seemingly sympathetic to the Southern cause, had not rallied in 
support of the Confederate troops. The Confederates had no base in 
Kentucky, were living off the land and had no possibility of 
replenishing ammunition or of caring for the wounded. 


On the other hand, the Union Army in Kentucky was increasing in 
numbers and had access to the railroads and the Ohio River which 
provided them with unlimited supplies and ammunition. 


The Divisions with Kirby Smith, including Heth’s_ Division joined 


Bragg at Harrodsburg, Ky. and the Confederates retreated to 
Knoxville through the Cumberland Gap. , 


winter of 1862 - 63. Six hundred men under General Gracie were 
reported to be at Cumberland Gap on March 9, 1863. 


The Regimental Returns for April 25,- 1863 shows Colonel J. J. 
Jolly commanding the 43rd_Alabama_Regqiment. On April 30, Gracie’s 


Brigade is shown to be at Beans Station in Tennessee. 


The Regimental History for the 43rd Regiment records several moves 
and other bits of information about the Regiment during 1863. ie; 
Gracie’s_ Brigade was ordered to move to Morristown on May 7th and on 


June 17th they were ordered to march from Cumberland gap and fall 
back if necessary on Knoxville. 


On July 31st, Colonel Y. M. Moody is again shown to be commanding 


And on August 3rd Gracie’s Brigade was ordered to Remain at 


Knoxville until relieved. 


General Buell was succeeded in command of the Army of Ohio by 
Major General William S. Rosecrans on Oct 30, 1862. /¢ 
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The Union forces under General Rosecrans attacked Bragg’s 
headquarters at Murfreesboro on Dec. 30, 1862. The battle surged 


back and forth until Jan. 2, 1863 when * Bragg withdrew the 
Confederates forces to Tullahoma, Tenn. 


Union forces were also threatening Vicksburg, Miss. and 
detachments were taken from Bragg’s Army for the defense of 
Vicksburg. This left the Army of Tennessee weakened and exposed to 
attack by Union forces from Murfreesboro. 


In June 1863 the Union forces attacked the Confederates at 


Tullahoma and forced the Confederates out of thelr base there. The 
“Confederates fell back to Chattanooga. : 


For reasons that are not clear, and despite the importance of the 
City of Chattanooga, Bragg chose not to defend the city. He 
withdrew from the city on Sept 8, 1863 and Rosecrans’ army occupied 
Chattanooga without a fight on Sept 9th. 


At about this time Lt. General James Longstreet was sent from 
Virginia with a detachment to strengthen Bragg’s Army. : 


Corps commanded by Major General Simon B. Buckner. Finally, 
Buckner’s_ Corps was made a part of the Left_Wing under the command 


Exactly when Gracie’s_ Brigade left, Cumberland Gap and joined the 
main Confederate force is not stated. In a dispatch dated Sept. 12, 
1863 General Bragg stated that Buckner’s Corps would be moved to 
within supporting distance of General Polk at Lee and Gordon’s Mill 
Con Chickamauga Creek about 11 miles south of Chattanooga?) on the 


morning of Sept. 13th. Presumably, this would include Gracie’s 
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Upon leaving Chattanooga, the Confederates were concentrated in 
the area around Lafayette, Georgia, about 22 miles south of 
Chattanooga. 


On Sept 18, 1863 both the Union and the Confederate Armies were 
positioned along the Chickamauga Creek in the valley south of 
Chattanooga between Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge. 


The Battle of Chickamauga - the so called Great battle of the west | 


- was opened on the morning of Sept 19th. The battle on that day was 
sporadic and disorganized. The commanders on each side were content 
to respond to action by their opponents. // 
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the battle. Buckner’s_ Corps had been moved into position to support 


General Polk’s Corps for an expected attack against the Union Army 
at Lee and Gordon’s Mills. General Polk never opened the attack. 


General Bragg was apparently lax in his preparations for battle on 
the second day. According to General D. H. Hill the order to attack 
on the morning of Sept 20th had not been communicated to the Corps 


Commanders. Further, according to Hill, attack in the early morning 
was not possible because the battle lines had not been adjusted, 


reserve forces had not been.assigned and positioned, cavalry support 
on the flanks had not been placed and rations had not been issued to 
the men. 


The Union troops, under General Rosecrans, though had prepared for 
battle by constructing a line of “breastworks" of logs around a 
projection on Missionary Ridge. Four Divisions occupied - the 
breastworks. 


Bragg’s plan of attack for Sept. 20th called for successive 
attacks, by division, from right to left along the entire line. 


The Confederate attack began at 9:30 AM with Breckenridge’s 
Division leading the attack. Cleburne’s Division began their attack 
15 minutes later. 


The first two brigades of BrecKenridge’s Division met little 
opposition, but the third brigade, under General Helm, encountered 
the left end of the breastwork, was badly cut up and was withdrawn. 


Cleburne’s Division attacked according to plan and attempted to 
get behind the breastworks but General Thomas of the Union Army 
called for reenforcements and held the breastworks. Breckenridge 
and Cleburne withdrew about 10:30 AM. 


The Confederate’s third attack was made by Stewart’s Division at 


11:00 AM. Stewart’s Division met heavy artillery fire and was forced 
to withdraw. 


Again, the Confederates renewed their successive attacks beginning 
again on their right. 


Again, the Union’s left was reenforced and held. But in 
reenforcing his left Rosecrans took troops away from his right and 
used his reserves. A gap was left on the Union right through which 


Longstreet led eight brigades. 


The Union division nearest the gap was driven from the field. 72 
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Longstreet had been ordered to turn left when he entered the Union 
line but he saw that he could accomplish more by turning right. 
Longstreet disregarded his orders and wheeled~ his troops to the 
right to take the enemy’s strong position. Five more Union Brigades 
were driven from the field with losses estimated at forty percent. 


General Thomas of the Union Army was determined to save the Union 
Army from disaster. He placed a division plus a portion of two 


brigades in a strong position on Missionary Ridge. He was reenforced 
by a division under General Stedman about 3:00 PM. 


Up to this time Preston’s Division had been held in reserve. His 


three brigades under Gracie, Trigg and Kelly, aided by Robertson’s 


Brigade of Hood’s Division, were ordered to carry the heights - the 
main point of the Union defense. 


Fresh and strong as they were, it was still advance and retreat 
until other troops renewed the attack on the Union right. 


General Thomas had under his command all that was left of the 
Union Army in Tennessee except six brigades. He slipped away under 
the cover of darkness. 


Bragg did not order pursuit of the enemy on the 21st, thus’ the 
Confederates lost the opportunity to capture and destroy all of the 
Union Army in Tennessee and retake Chattanooga. 


The Confederates, instead’ spent the 21st burying their dead and 
gathering up captured stores and arms while the Union troops 
retreated in disarray. 


The Confederates took possession of Missionary Ridge overlooking 
Chattanooga and of Lookout Mountain west of the town. 


The Union Troops were entrenched in the Chattanooga Valley. 


Chattanooga Cor Lookout Mountain) which took place on November 24th 
and 25th, 1863. 


The 43rd__Alabama__Regiment was not involved in the battle of 


There is some question as to whether Erasmus Sessions was in 
combat during the battle at Chickamauga. A letter from the State of | 
Alabama Department of Archives and History indicates that he was 
absent, sick, at Huntsville, August 15, 1862 through Chickamauga 
Sept. 20, 1863. /7 
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There are only two documents in Erasmus Sessions file in the 
National Archives. A Company muster roll for May and June 1862 shows 


him sick at Mobile. A Regimental Return for the month of December 
1862 states that he was “sick at Lookout Mountain since July 26". 


A contingent of 20,000 troops left Chattanooga on Nov. 4, 1863 
under the command of General James Longstreet. The troops with 
Longstreet were to make an attack on Knoxville. 


Longstreet’s command went by train to Loudon, Tenn. and stayed 
there until Nov. 13th. The. remaining trip to Knoxville was made by 
marching columns with wagon trains. 


Gracie’s. Brigade and that of General Bushrod Johnson - both of 


BucKner’s Division were sent from Chattanooga on Nov. 22, 1863. They 


reached Knoxville on Nov. 28th but were not engaged in the battle at 
Knoxville on Nov. 29th. : 


They were apparently exposed to fire at some time during the 
campaign. The Brigade reported one Killed and one wounded. 


After Bragg’s defeat at Chattanooga, Longstreet was ordered _ to 
abandon the siege at Knoxville and to rejoin Bragg. Longstreet 
remained at Knoxville until the night of Dec. 4th. 


The march from Knoxville was made under’ the nost trying 
conditions. It started at night in pouring rain. The roads were in 
"frightful" condition, causing guns and wagons to become mired in 
the mud. Still they covered 18 miles that night. About noon on 
Dec. Sth they camped at Brian’s Cross-roads. 


Brigadier General E. Porter Alexander, in an article written for 
Century Magazine, stated “on Sunday the 6th we marched fifteen miles 
further to Rutlege+s on the 8th seventeen more, to Mooresburg; and on 
the 9th nine more in the direction of Rogersville. Here we remained 
until the 14th, when we marched back hoping to surprise and capture 
a small force of the enemy that had followed us to Beans Station and 
had become separated from its support.” 


General Alexander cites some incidents to illustrate how poorly 
supplied the Confederate Army was during the siege at Knoxville. 


He stated that on the advance to Knoxville they had not enough 
horse shoes, so they stripped the shoes off the dead horses’ and 
Killed for the same purpose all the wounded and broken down horses, 
both their own and those left behind by the enemy. 


During the siege of Knoxville, dead horses were thrown into the 
river by the Union troops. The Confederates fished them out of the 
river and removed the shoes. /4 : ~ - OULA Li “¥ 
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The soldiers were as bad off as the horses - perhaps worse because 
they did not have hooves. General Alexander reported seeing bloody 
footprints on the frozen ground where the Confederate troops had 
passed. 


Shoes were taken from the wagon drivers and given to the 
cannoneers who had to walk. 


General Longstreet gave his permission for the men to swap shoes 
with the prisoners but strictly required that the men have something 
to “swap” so as not to leave the prisoners barefoot. ' 


General Alexander stated “It was quite an amusing sight (to us) to 
see a ragged Rebel with his feet tied up in a sort of raw hide 
moccasin, which the men learned to make, come up to a squad of 
prisoners, inspect their feet, and select the one he would “swap” 
with”. 

At Beans Station Gracie’s Brigade had a sharp engagement with the 
Union force Cabout 4000 men) referred to in Alexander’s statement. 
After the fight the Union force withdrew before support could reach 


The Confederate loss at Bean’s Station was 290 men killed, wounded 
and missing. More than half of these were from Gracie’s_ Brigade. 


General Gracie himself was severely wounded in the battle. 


The battle at Bean’s Station virtually ended the fighting in the 
campaign. 


The Confederates spent the winter between Russelville and 
Greenville living off the land. There were occasional expeditions 
and alarms enough to “destroy the comfort of winter quarters”. 


Some of the skirmishes were with “Bushwackers”. These were 
supposedly guerrilla troops in the Union service recruited from the 
people in the area. Their sympathies were with the Union and they 
seldom fought, but they would cut off small parties and would take 
no prisoners. 


In the latter part of March 1864 the Confederates moved back to 
Bristol, Tenn. and in April General Lee sent for lLongstreet’s 


Longstreet’s__Corps reached Gordonsville, Virginia on April 22, . 
1864 and joined the Army of Northern Virginia just 12 days before 
the battle at The Wilderness. 


Longstreet’s_ Corps is mentioned numerous times in accounts of the 
battles at The Wilderness, May 5-73 Spotsylvania, May 8-123 North 
Anna, May 24-26; and Cold Harbor, June 1-3. /3? 2JiA Ll 5 
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Gracie’s Brigade is shown to be a part of Ransome’s Division 


There is no mention of Gracie’s_ Brigade or of Ransome’s_Division 
in any of the battles from The Wilderness to Cold Harbor. This 
indicates that Ransome’s_ Division was sent directly to the Richmond 


ed 


and Petersburg lines. 


The Richmond and Petersburg lines were under the command of 
General G. T. Beauregard with Major General George E Pickett 
commanding at Petersburg. 


General Beauregard mentioned that for the defense of Drewery’s 
Bluff he requested that the 5000 troops near Richmond under General 
Ransome be sent to hin. Drewery’s Bluff is located on the James 
River south of Richmond. , 


ordered Ransome to attack the Union right Flank the next day (May 
16th). 


Ransome began the advance at 15 minutes before five o’clock but 
was hampered by dense _ fog. By six o’clock he had carried _ the 
enemy’s breastworks in his front taking some five hundred 
prisoners. 


General Beauregard stated that Ransome’s__Troops behaved with 
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acKnowledged gallantry. Gracie’s and Kemper’s Brigades having been 


mostly engaged and the former (Gracie) having turned the enemy’s 


After taking the breastworks at six AM Ransome halted and reported 
his losses heavy and his troops scattered because of the fog. He 
called for assistance and at 6:30 Colquitt’s Brigade came up. 


Ransome’s Division was now fully engaged and could advance no 
further without compromising the safety of the entire Division. He 
was ordered to halt until further arrangements could be made to 


relieve him. 


Other segments of the Confederate line were able to advance with 
great difficulty until darkness forced a halt to the fighting. 


The Union forces were not destroyed but were defeated and were 
forced to retreat behind their fortified lines. While they were 
hemmed in they were still there. 


Both James Bouler and Erasmus Sessions were wounded in the battle 
at Drewery’s Bluff. “6 
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James Bouler’s service record shows that he was admitted to 
Howard’s Grove Hospital, Richmond, Va. on may 16, 1864. A Company 
muster roll for July and August 1864 indicates that he was 
furloughed for 60 days from Howard’s Grove on May 27, 1864. This 
would indicate a return to duty at the end of July 1864. 


There is no information in Erasmus Sessions’ service record to 
show how seriously he was wounded or if he was admitted to the 
hospital. 


Union Army General Butler established a base at Bermuda Hundred, 
on the James River between Petersburg and Richmond - about’ three 
miles north of where the Appomattox empties into the James. 


Beauregard also established a line at Bermuda Hundred to impede 
the movement of Butler against Petersburg and Richmond. 


On June 15, 1864 Union Troops were threatening Petersburg and 
Beauregard took Bushrod Johnson’s Division from the Bermuda Hundred 
to aid in the defense of Petersburg. 


Union Troops moved into the line vacated by Johnson’s Troops. 


At the same time that Lee’s Troops came up to recapture’ the 
Bermuda Hundred line, Beauregard’s troops were engaged in a fierce 
battle at Petersburg. Beauregard considered the situation to be 
desperate and called for reenforcements for his line there. 


Lt. Col. Charles S. Venable, of General Lee’s staff, was an eye 
witness to the events at Petersburg and describes a part of the 
action as follows: . 


“On the 15th, 16th and 17th battle raged along the lines of 
entrenchments and forts east of Petersburg, between Grant’s forces 
and Beauregard’s troops who made a splendid defense against enormous 
odds. About dark on the 17th grave disaster to the Confederates 
seemed imminent, when Gracie’s Brigade of Alabamians, just returned 
from Chaffin’s Bluff on the north side of the James, gallantly 
leaped over the works and drove the assailants back, capturing a 
thousand or more prisoners.” . 


General Beauregard, too, credits Gracie’s Brigade for its heroic 


action in his book “Military Operations of General Beauregard” Vol. 
II p 232. : 


Fighting on the 18th raged until about 11 o’clock at night. 
During the night Beauregard’s troops constructed a new, shorter line 
of defense a short distance behind the old lines and moved into it. 
They were also reenforced by the arrival of part of Lee’s Army. p> 
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The Confederates were again greatly outnumbered €15,000 
Confederates against 90,000 Unions). When the Union Troops’ made 
their grand assault about 4 AM on the 18th they were so surprised by 
the fact that the Confederates had moved their lines that their 
attack was halted. 


The “Grand Attack" was renewed about noon and was driven back. 
Again at four o’clock the Union Troops renewed the "Grand Attack" 


and were again repulsed with heavy losses. Several uncoordinated 
attacks were made at various times on sections of the line 


throughout the day, in addition to the “Grand Attacks” above listed 


The Union losses exceeded that of the Confederates by 9 to 1. 
Union losses on the 15th to the 18th of June are given as 9,964 
Killed, wounded or missing. 


The evening of the 18th was quiet. There was no further attempt 
by the Union troops to take the Confederate lines. Both Armies set 
about the task of strengthening their positions and constructing 
fortifications. The siege of Petersburg and Richmond had _ begun.’ 
The siege would continue until April 2, 1865. 


and about one mile south of the Appomattox River. The area is 
identified on the map of the siege of Petersburg as “"Gracie’s 
Salient”. 


Gracie’s Brigade occupied an area of the line east of Petersburg 


"Gracie’s Salient” is about three fourths of a mile from the point 
where the Union troops tunnelled under the Confederate lines and set 
off explosives to initiate the battle Known as "The Battle of the 
Petersburg Crater”. 


The Battle of the Petersburg Crater took place on July 30, 1864. 
Gracie’s_ Brigade would not have been directly involved in the major 
Part of the battle at the crater. They were close enough to the 
scene of the battle that it is almost certain that they would have 


been involved in the sKirmishing around that battle. 


The Siege of Richmond and Petersburg lasted from June 18, 1864 
until April 2, 1865. During that time there was almost constant 
skirmishing and minor battles between the two armies. 


While inspecting the enemy lines, with telescope in hand, General 
Gracie was struck in the head by a projectile from a shrapnel shell 
and Killed instantly on December 2, 1864. 


The Union assault against Petersburg was started on March 29, 1865 
but was delayed because of heavy rain on the night of March 29th and 
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battle at Burgess’s Mill and Five Forks, southwest of Petersburg. 
The Confederates were outflanked at Burgess’s Mill and moved back to 
Five Forks. 


Lt. General Richard H. Anderson, commanding a Division consisting 
of Gracie’s and Wise’s Brigades, moved from Burgess’s Mill to Five 


Forks on the morning of April 1 to support General Fitzhugh Lee. 
They arrived during the battle at Five Forks. 


The Confederates were pushed out of their lines at Five Forks by 
an overwhelming Union Force led by General Sherman. ; 


The break in the line at Five Forks, just outside Petersburg, was 
the beginning of the collapse of the defenses of that city. 


The Confederates evacuated Petersburg on the night of April 2, 
1865 and Union Troops entered the city on the morning of April 3. 
Petersburg surrendered at 4:28 AM that morning and Richmond © 
surrendered at 8:15 AM on that same morning. 


After the fall of Petersburg and Richmond, General Lee started 
toward Appomattox Court House from Richmond. 


At this time the 43rd Alabama was still a part of Gracie’s 


Brigade, but was in a Division led by Lt. General Richard H. 


infantry in front of then. General Anderson attempted to break 
through the Union line but failed. 


General Ewell surrendered to the Union Commander and sent messages 
to his Division Commanders suggesting that they do likewise. The 
Corps was surrendered to the Union Commander on April 6, 1865. 


There is no information in Erasmus Sessions file giving the date 
he was captured or when and where he was parolled. 


James Bouler’s file shows that he was captured at Harpers Farm on 
April 6, 1865. He was parolled at Point Lookout, Maryland on June 9, 
1865. Presumably the same would apply to Erasmus Sessions. 


The Confederates were not provided with transportation home and 
the rail system in the South had been destroyed during the war. 


So Confederate Soldiers were left to fend for themselves when they 
were released and most had to walk home. “7 
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Family history indicates that it took James Bouler six months to 
reach home after the war. 

That supports and is supported by the presumed occurances with 
Erasmus Sessions. 


According to an article by James and Emogine Armistead, published 
in the Demopolis Times on May 27, 1976, Erasmus Sessions never 


reached home. He died of disease near- Demopolis, Ala. while 
attempting to reach home. 


His date of death has not at this time been firmly fixed. The 
Family Bible appears to give his date of death as October 21, 1862. 


Susan Stegall Sessions, in her pension application file dated 
March 24, 1899, stated that her husband died October 22, 1862. 


Both of these records were made 15 to 25 years after his death. 


Confederate military records show that Erasmus Sessions was at 
Petersburg in December 1864. 


We must therefore conclude that the {862 date is in error. 


Assuming that the date of October 21 or 22 to be correct we would 
place his death about October 22, 1865. 


Erasmus Sessions was buried first at Uniontown and later 
reinterred at Half Chance. There is no marker on his grave. 


James Bouler is shown in the 1870 census for Marengo County, 
Alabama at Dixons Mills with Wife Malissa, son Harvey and Daughter 
Mattie. There are others listed in the household who are not 
identified other than by first name. 


The 1880 census shows Milissa to be head of household with 
daughter Mattie and Sons Willie and Bell. Son Harvey is shown to be 
a farm hand in the household of his Uncle Paul Bouler. 


The absence of James Bouler in the 1880 Census indicates that he 
probably died sometime before then. Son Bell was born Nov. 24 1878 
leading to the conclusion that James Bouler died sometime between 
1878 and 1880. oe ; 
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Also See: 
1. The Williams Family in Lawrence Co., MS 
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